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eiu welcomes Bob Martin

Vice President
University Advacement

As Eastern's vice president for university advancement, Bob

development leader for UT's system-wide planning and strategy

Martin is excited about "enhancing a culture of philanthropy"

team, which was part of the UT's $1 billion comprehensive

throughout the EIU community.

campaign. His leadership in development training has led to
numerous national publications in fundraising periodicals.

Martin replaced Jill Nilsen '7 4 '75, who retired Dec. 31, after
serving as vice president for external relations since 1998. EIU

Martin has also been actively involved with the YMCA, starting

President Bill Perry chose to sharpen the position's portfolio and

with the Nashville YMCA, then as associate executive director

change the name of the position to "better signal - both internally

in Owensboro, Ky., and 10 years as district vice president at the

and externally - that the primary emphasis for the position is

YMCA of Florida's First Coast. He also served in an international

on fundraising, development and allied university advancement

leadership role, assisting in the redevelopment of the YMCA's of

activities."

eastern Germany.

Martin is certainly no stranger to the areas of fundraising and

He received his master's degree in philanthropy and development

development. Prior to arriving at EIU, he served as assistant vice

from St. Mary's University of Minnesota and his bachelor's degree

president for development at Auburn University since 2003. In

in political science from Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn.

addition to his administrative duties at Auburn, Martin supported
development for all 12 of Auburn's colleges and schools, the

A Tennessee native, Martin and his wife, Donna, have three

library, the museum and the Auburn Fund. He was also a member

daughters. Their eldest is a graduate of Auburn; their second

of the Development Leadership team during the highly successful

oldest is a junior at Eastern in the Honors College; and their

$608 million "It Begins at Auburn" campaign.

youngest will be a freshman at Charleston High School.

Before his appointment at Auburn, he served as assistant vice
chancellor for development at the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga. He helped lead the 21st Century Campaign, which
raised 169 percent of its campus goal as part of the UT system's
record $434 million effort. Martin also served as the campus
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eiu faculty and staff

eastern thanks youl
Eastern's faculty and staff go above and beyond every day
to make the Eastern experience a great one for students
year after year. But many employees take their dedication a
step further, opening their pocketbooks to tangibly invest in
the university's mission .
In fact, each year, employees donate hundreds of thousands of
dollars to various EIU programs. Their generosity leads to scholarship
funds, awards for talented students and faculty, equipment upgrades,
professional development . . . the list goes on and on.
Take, for example, geography professor Vince Gutowski, who has been
a generous donor for three decades. In addition to helping fund student
scholarships, he uses proceeds from his personal consulting work to buy
equipment for student use in EIU laboratories.
"It seems like my entire life has been spent as a student and teacher,"
Gutowski said. "I have been influenced by many mentors and have
sought opportunities to mentor others. I find it rewarding to support the
institutions that have given me support in preparation for my career
and during my career. Knowing that my activities will help numerous
students, far into the future, really provides a sense of satisfaction. "
The Eastern experience doesn't take place solely in the classroom, and
that's why the support of extracurriculars is important as well. Sandy
Bingham-Porter '82. '97. an Information Technology Services employee
who is a longtime Staff Senate member. has given for years to help EIU
Athletics move ahead.

EIU Geology/Geography professor Vince
Gutowski has donated to Eastern for nearly
30 years, supplying labs and classrooms with
essential tools for students.

"Passion. pride and loyalty for the university can be demonstrated
in many ways. " Bingham-Porter said. "Working on campus gives me
the opportunity to see what our collective financial support can do.
Whether it is in scholarships or improvements to the athletic facilities.
our donations really help to support our student athletes. As Eastern's
ambassadors. they deserve our support."
All EIU employees are an integral part of the success of the university,
and those that give so freely of their personal resources are a special
treasure. Thank you. EIU faculty and staff. for your generosity.
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Honors Student's Compost Program Aims
to Keep Waste out of Landt ills
Stephani Pescitelli wants to make the world a better place than
when she found it, and that's why, even in her hectic final
months as an Eastern Illinois University student, she worked
to start a compost program on campus.
In a pilot run of the program this spring, she found that
composting in even just one dining center could potentially
keep 500 lbs. of organic waste out of landfills each week,
helping not only the environment, but EIU's waste-hauling
budget as well. As an added bonus, the composted material
would be used for landscaping.
Pescitelli's inspiration was a similar program at Humboldt
State University in Northern California, where she was enrolled
for a semester as part of the National Student Exchange.
In addition to recycling bins often seen elsewhere, the HSU
campus had receptacles for items that could be composted.

Stephani Pescitelli, left, has received enthuastic help with a pilot
study of a compost program from the Thomas Dining Center staff,
including (from left) Diane Wilke, Renee Kerz and Mary Collins.

"It just makes so much sense to collect organic waste like you
would items for recycling," Pescitelli said. "I wanted to bring
some of the energy and inspiration back to my home school."

"Everybody's very happy about it, because we don't like to
waste anything. This is just another step in the university's
commitment to being environmentally friendly."

Pescitelli, a Presidential Honors student, is no stranger to
making a difference. She has been involved in fair trade
and social justice activism via several service organizations,
including the Newman Center's Haiti Connection.

Ryan Siegel '06, EIU's energy and sustainability coordinator,
agreed.

She is also no stranger to the topic of biodegradation. One
of her research projects, about the use of paper waste in
cultivating mushrooms, was funded by a $3,000 grant from
the Honors College.
So when she returned to EIU with the idea for a compost
program, she secured an internship with EIU's Office of
Energy and Sustainability and put her enthusiasm and
knowledge to work.
In the Thomas Dining Center, the location of the pilot study,
most of the composted items came from the salad bar
preparation area. Paper towels were also included, as the
carbon they contain helps to balance out the nitrogen-rich
vegetables. Prohibited items include dairy, oil and meat
products, as they would attract pests.
Pescitelli lauded the staff - "the actual ones doing the work"
- for enthusiastically participating in the project and taking
ownership in it.
Salad bar cook Mary Collins, who has been composting in
her yard for about 30 years, said she was "very, very excited
about" the program. The project doesn't require a lot of extra
work by the staff, she said.
"It's just a matter of putting something in a compost
bin instead of putting it in a garbage can," Collins said.

"It's a great step forward to allow us to do more for our
environment and send less to a landfill," Siegel said. "If it
works out that the system is cost-effective, it will bring us one
step closer to the president's goal of recycling or diverting I .6
million pounds of material per year from the. university."
Although Pescitelli is already busy working on designing
a composting bin and finding a location for it before she
graduates with a degree in environmental biology, she still has
one more project she'd like to tackle before leaving campus:
the planning of a campus community garden.
In recent years, various people on campus have discussed the
possibility of such a garden, and one of Pescitelli's goals is to
bring those people together to make that dream a reality.
"A campus garden would offer the opportunity for students
to learn how to grow their own food and make connections
between food systems, health and sustainability," she said.
After graduating in May, Pescitelli began an internship with
Troy Gardens, which includes community gardens, an organic
farm, and restored prairie and woodlands in Madison, Wisc.
The following year, she hopes to pursue a doctorate and
eventually engage in a career focusing on sustainable living.
"I tell people that my dream job would be to do mushroom
cultivation in Haiti," Pescitelli said. "That is close to my heart."

university highlights
AROUND C AMPUS

Groundbreaking held for Renewable
Energy Center
EIU officials broke ground on the campus's
Renewable Energy Center on Nov. 20. The
$79 million project, which combines energy
efficient facility upgrades with one of the
largest biomass-fueled heating plants on
a university campus, will replace the aging
steam plant, improve infrastructure and save
approximately $140 million in energy and
operating costs over the next two decades.
Those savings, guaranteed by Honeywell
International through a 20-year performance
contract, will pay for the work, which is ex
pected to be complete by the end of 2012.

President Perry addresses
legislative committee
EIU President William Perry spoke to the Illi
nois House Higher Education Appropriations
Committee in March about "how Eastern
accomplishes many great things, and does
so in an effective and efficient manner."
His topics included Eastern's efficiency,
accessibility, diversity, student engagement,
environmental responsibility and meeting of
financial challenges. To read his remarks in

passion for research. Each recipient will

sachusetts Institute of Technology during

research grant from the internation-

the International Genetically Engineered

ally known Camille and Henry Dreyfus

Machines Competition in 2007, was pub

Foundation Inc. "This certainly is a great

lished in July 2009. Baumgardner, who is

honor for Sean, but also for the chemistry

the associate resident director in Douglas

department and Eastern Illinois University

Hall, will focus his master's thesis on col

as we, as an institution, seek to be a real

lege student leadership and leadership

leader in undergraduate research and edu

development.

cation," said Mark McGuire, interim chair
of the chemistry department. "We're being

Nobel Prize winner speaks about
the direction of time
The winner of the 2003 Nobel Prize in Phys
ics visited campus to present "Why Can't
Time Run Backwards?" on April 16. Sir
Anthony Leggett, a physics professor at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
talked about the origin of the direction of
time, "one of the deepest questions in phys
ics." He also discussed the process of win
ning the Nobel Prize, including his classical
training and how that related to his discover
ies and innovations.

McCollum a finalist for national

quality student research at the under

teaching award

graduate level. We are not just keeping our

Tim Mccollum '73, '77, a science teacher

students occupied with 'busy work."'

Painter assumes nutrition research
role for California Raisin Marketing
Board
James F. Painter, chair of EIU's School of
Family and Consumer Sciences, has been
named nutrition research director for the

Peebles earns prestigious
Sean Peebles, professor of chemistry, was
one of seven people nationwide to receive
a 2009 Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar
Award. Peebles was honored for his
exemplary interaction with his students,
as well as his dedication, ingenuity and

Association Foundation's 2010 Awards
for Teaching Excellence. As a runner up,
McCullum received the Horace Mann
Awards for Teaching Excellence and
$10,000 in cash.

California Raisin Marketing Board, which

Mccollum, who has won many teaching
awards, has been a co-investigator for

California raisins. Painter, who will remain

the NASA Project Expedition Earth and

on faculty at EIU, said the role will allow

Beyond since 2008. He also served on the

him to provide his students with even

National Science Board Commission on

more hands-on experience.

21st Century Education in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math).

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

WEIU-TV weathercaster earns
third-place BEA award
WEIU-TV's Kevin Jeanes received the
third-place award in the Broadcast Educa
tion Association Student Media Awards in
the category of television weathercaster.
The competition was extremely rigorous,
with nearly 900 entries. Other institutions
receiving awards included Arizona State
University, Penn State University and the
University of Alabama.

Baumgardner authors journal's
Jordan Baumgardner, a master's candi

national award

at Charleston Middle School, was one of
four runners up for the National Education

represents the nearly 3,000 growers of

'outstanding paper of the year.'
FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS

ALUMNI ACTIVITIES

recognized as a university that promotes

full, see www.eiu.edu/-pubaff/
headline/2010/0323201099.php.

paper, which was presented at the Mas

receive a five-year $60,000 unrestricted

date in college student affairs, was lead
author of a research article that was
named outstanding paper of the year by
the Journal of Biological Engineering. The
undergraduate student research project,
focusing on the use of synthetic biology
to build a bacterial computer to solve the
Hamiltonian Path Problem, was a collabo
ration between Missouri Western State
University and Davidson College. The

Titley writes screenplay for
hit movie
Craig Titley '89 transformed a popular
book series into the script for "Percy Jack
son & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief."
The film, which opened with a strong
showing on Feb. 12, grossed $126 million
in its first 1 O days. In an interview with the
Charleston Times-Courier, Titley called the
project "the most pleasurable writing ex
perience I've ever had." His previous work
includes penning the screenplays for the
"Cheaper by the Dozen" films, "Scooby
Doo" and an episode of "Star Wars: The
Clone Wars" animated series.

your alumni association

eiu ... forever
Through its members, the Alumni Association makes a difference by:
e

e

funding various student scholarships, including the
Association's Legacy Scholarship.

e

maintaining alumni connections by finding "lost" friends
and classmates, as well as offering valuable networking
opportunities through social networking sites and alumni

instilling service, leadership and loyalty in students

events.

through involvement in events like First Night
(freshmen welcome ceremony) and Panther Service Day

e

(campuswide community service day).

Check out Our Preferred Partners Program

enhancing student-focused service, including mentoring

As a special thanks, the following businesses offer EIU Alumni

and leadership opportunities, educational programming,

Association members discounts on products and/or services.

and assistance to student organizations.

e

To receive your savings, present your membership card at the

supporting campus renovations and beautification
projects such as the Alumni Quad and Centennial Clock
Tower.

e

alumeiu@eiu.edu or call 1-800-ALUM-EIU for promotional
codes.

hosting special Homecoming events to allow alumni

e

time of purchase. If purchasing online, please e-mail

and students to celebrate their lifelong bond in an

•

Union Bookstore

entertainment-filled weekend.

•

Gavina Graphics, Positively 4th Street Records,

•

Sylvan Learning Center

•

SJB Promotions

•

Stevens Van Lines

EIUClothing.com

honoring alumni accomplishments through the
Distinguished Alumni Awards program.

e

increasing the value of your degree by joining together
to help maintain the excellence that is EIU.

•

Working Advantage

uniting alumni through special events, volunteer

•

McGrady Inn (Charleston)

opportunities, lifelong learning programs and more.

•

Hampton Inn (Mattoon)

keeping alumni up-to-date with the latest news on

•

Choice Hotels

campus, upcoming events and student/alumni success

•

Car Rentals: Alamo, Budget, Hertz, National, Avis

e
•

stories through Old Main Line, a magazine for members of
the Alumni Association.

upcoming alumni events
June
23

October
Alumni & New Student Picnic,

22-23

Alumni & New Student Picnic,

22-23

2

50th Class Reunion, Charleston

23

Panther Marching Band & Pink
Panther Alumni Performance,
Charleston

Chicago

13

WLBH/WELH/WEIU-FM & WEIU

22-23
Annual Chicago Cubs Outing,

August

23

Alumni Awards Dinner, Charleston

29-31

Black Student Reunion.Charleston

EIU Alumni Day at the State Fair,
Springfield

Athletic Golf Outings
June 18

10th Annual Bill Glenn EIU Open,
Springfield

July 23

The EIU-Players Championship,

Aug. 13

The Athletic Director's Cup,

Oct. 22

Panther Scholarship Scramble,

TV Alumni Reunion, Charleston

Tinley Park

July

Homecoming Weekend,
Charleston

Bourbonnais
24

visit www.eiu.edu/-alumni/events for the latest information

Mahomet
Mattoon
Charleston
For more information, contact the EIU
Athletics Office at 217-581-2310.

For more information, contact the EIU Alumni
Association at 800-ALUM-EIU or visit our

13-14

TC/ESHS Reunion, Charleston

19

Legacy Luncheon, Charleston

website at www.eiu.edu/-alumni.

September
4

EIU vs. Iowa Football Outing,
Iowa City

A

According to Dan Nadler, the impressive record
of student volunteerism at Eastern Illinois
University all boils down to one thing.
"We have good-hearted students at the
university who want to make a difference," he
said. "Many of the students we bring to this
institution already have a history of giving to
others. They've already been engaged within
their own communities and to volunteerism.

"They bring experience. Our role is to help them make the local
connections while they're in this area, and to support them as they
develop and learn new skills," he added.
As vice president for student affairs, Nadler often has a front-row
seat to the many acts of kindness that take place both on- and off
campus. "They pretty much run the spectrum," he said, "with our
students interacting with the very young to the very elderly, and
with many causes in-between."
And while student volunteerism is no stranger to EIU campus life, it
has taken on a new focus in recent years.
"We are fortunate that President (Bill) Perry included volunteerism
when he rolled out his priorities for the university," Nadler said. "It
has allowed us to create a new unit - Student Community Service
- which, in turn, has allowed us to identify even more community
service opportunities for our students.
"And by having a clearinghouse, so to speak, of volunteer
opportunities in one place, we can encourage even greater service."
Now, Nadler continued, when a student says ''I'd like to get
involved, but I don't know where to go," that person is referred to
Rachel Fisher, the highly energetic interim director of the nearly
two-year-old office.
"Her work has been phenomenal," Nadler said, reflecting on
Fisher's work. "She's developed contacts with a variety of human
service agencies throughout Charleston, Coles County and Central
Illinois. Her efforts have allowed us to connect with other people,
agencies and good causes, in addition to letting us launch some of
our own initiatives."
Fresh ideas and opportunities are important, Fisher said, especially
when the needs of the community are constantly changing.
"We get excited about our established events, such as Panther
Service Day, but we also look forward to new initiatives and
new goals based on community needs and the passions of our
students," she added. "We work to accommodate the needs of

our community neighbors while providing our students some
wonderful, meaningful experiences."
One of Eastern's newest initiatives is jump Start to G.I.V.E. (Get
Involved in Volunteer Efforts), made possible by the coordinated
efforts of the offices of Student Community Service and New
Student Programs. During the one-day project's debut in August
2009, 1,200 new students participated in volunteer projects on
campus and in the community.
"We were pleasantly overwhelmed," Nadler said.
For many of those students, as they continue their college careers,
volunteerism will become an integral part of their everyday lives.
"For many, it will become a part of their nature, if it hasn't already,"
Nadler continued. "Some (students) will volunteer on an individual
level. Others will perform service activities as part of an organized
group - religious, greek, athletics .
"For example, I don't think many people realize how much time
our student-athletes put in doing service, especially with the young
children of the community. These kids look up to these athletes
who, in turn, serve as mentors and good role models."
Nadler said Eastern promotes and encourages volunteerism for the
obvious good it brings to the university and community-at-large.
"There are many things happening that wouldn't get done if it
weren't for our young men and women. Many programs and
agencies, including our public schools and recreational programs,
rely on our students' help," he said.
In turn, those individuals benefit, too.
The goal of Eastern Illinois University is to encourage its students
to make connections among all aspects of their lives - academic,
professional and personal - and apply what they learn in the
classroom, and in life, to new situations.
"We want more for our students than just a
degree in a given subject area," Nadler said.
"For them, their time here will be years of
learning, growing and developing life skills
that will help them better themselves. If we
can help them accomplish this, we feel like
we've not only helped them improve their
quality of life, but shown them how to create
a more fulfilling life."

th annual Panther Service day was held April 24. More than 300 student volunteers
lie

day assisting the elderly at local retirement and nursing homes, visiting with
egged friends, building for Habitat for Humanity and assisting with nature and

tion efforts in Charleston and surrounding communities.

Some of you may remember the painted bricks in the old scene shop. They
represented summer seasons - each season with its own color, bricks signed
by members of the company, and the summer's season listed. You may not
know, however, how all of this got started.
In the summer of 1968, while painting the set for "Androcles and the Lion" at 2 a.m. (near the end of one of those
very common "72-hour" days). Steve Allen '68, '7 4 was on the floor painting, Jeff Hendricks '69 was on a ladder
painting, and I was in the first beam trying to get the dimmers to work. (Individual dimmers used to be on the pipes,
and instruments plugged directly into them. Rarely did they work without a little... help.)
Jeff accidentally let a drop of paint fall on Steve's hand. Steve took umbrage, wiped it off, and they went back to
painting. A few minutes later, another drop fell on Steve's hand. Umbrage was once again taken, the paint once again
wiped off, and they went back to painting. When the third drop fell on Steve's hand, tempers were controlled and they
switched positions; Steve climbed the ladder, Jeff stayed on the floor.
As gravity would have it, Steve accidentally let a drop fall on Jeff's hand. Jeff took umbrage, wiped it off, and went
back to painting. When the second drop fell on him, Jeff - in true Laurel and Hardy fashion - calmly painted the
toe of Steve's shoe, while Steve stood passively and let it happen. When Jeff finished, he went back to painting the
set. Steve calmly dipped his brush in the paint and painted the top of Jeff's head, while Jeff stood passively and let it

'

my memories
happen. By degrees, one of the largest paint fights in history took place, from
the flicking of brushes to the throwing of entire buckets of paint. Thinking I was
safe in the first beam, I was laughing at the whole thing. That was the wrong
thing to do. They all lined up at the proscenium line and threw buckets of paint
at me in the beam.
We all got involved. Paint was everywhere: all over each of us, the stage, the
set, the aisles, the seats, the walls, the ceiling, my light fixtures - everywhere.
I happened to be on the floor when we ran out of paint. I had a brush in my
hand with yellow paint on it, and I went to the sink to clean the brush. Since
it was covered in paint and I'm Bohemian, I couldn't waste the paint. So,
I painted a brick, washed the brush, and went into the ceiling to clean my
instruments. When I came back down, someone else had painted a brick
yellow, and mine wasn't "special" anymore. So I took a
"By degrees, one of the largest paint fights
marker and signed it: Duke. By 6 a.m., lots of bricks were
painted yellow, the season was listed on the bricks, and
in histor y took place, from the flicking of
every member of the company had signed a brick. We
thought nothing of it.
brushes to the throwing of entire buckets of
When I came back to Eastern for Winter Quarter 197 172, each summer company from 1969 through 1971 had
painted bricks, listed the season, and signed their names.
When I came back in 1978, the tradition had continued.
And when I looked in I 988, it was still going strong. But
none of them, from 1969 to the last summer season, had
any idea the whole thing started with a massive paint fight.

paint. Thinking I was safe in the first beam,

I was laughing at the whole thing. That was
the wrong thing to do. They all lined up at the
proscenium line and threw buckets of paint at
me in the beam."

More than 40 years ago, a spur-of-the-moment paint fight

Other bricks were covered with a coat of black paint as

started an institutional tradition. (See accompanying story

crews put the finishing touches to the area which now

by Duke Bagger '72.)

serves as a public corridor. However, a small section - an

For 20 years thereafter, participants in Eastern's summer
theatre companies closed out their seasons by signing their
names (and sometimes other information!) to the bricks that

area measuring roughly 2 feet by 3 feet - remains as a
visible memorial to two decades of summer theatre at EIU.
Specifically, the 18 signatures represent Summer Company

formed the walls of what was then the Doudna Fine Arts

1972. Coincidentally (or

Center's theatre scene shop. Names were painted above

- along with that of fellow alumnus Joe Allison '75, who

maybe not!), Sain's signature

and around sinks and electrical boxes, above and to the

recently retired from Eastern's theatre department - is

side of doorways - just about anywhere that students could

among the 18.

find a section of blank wall.

During a Fall 2009 reunion, individuals representing several

"It really became a part of the heritage of the building," said

different decades of theatre arts study at Eastern became

J Sain '75, theatre business manager and Doudna Patron

the first to revive the old tradition - albeit with a twist.

Services director.

Having purchased a piece of paneling with a brick fa9ade

" ti-. .. )
\
When renovation/expansion work t3egan on the building in

and attaching it to a wooden frame, Sain invited alumni to

2005, deliberate care was taken to incorporate a part of this
history into the "new" building. Rather than tear down the

sign their names on the yellow bricks. Many took him up
on the offer.

personalized bricks, workers covered many of them with

Consideration is now being given to mounting the frame

drywall.

onto the undecorated wall of the corridor behind the

"You can't see them, of course, but they're still there,"

the corridor, Sain said, the revised tradition could continue

Sain said.

building's newly constructed theatre. Given the length of
for a long time to come.

After earning her bachelor's
degree in political science in
2002, Alison Mormino spent
three years as a legislative
aide for the Illinois House
of Representatives and
currently serves as a director
of philanthropy for Eastern
Illinois University. She is also
currently pursuing a master's
degree in political science.
As an undergraduate at Eastern, Alison served
as student body president, student senator,
Residence Hall Association president and
orientation leader, as well as in various other
student leadership positions.

()
Ol 1950s
en
en

Tom Smith '73 has been named senior vice

Brock Binn '75, a senior human resources

president of network management for Arca

manager at PolyOne Corp., has been named

Dick Livengood '56 has been named to the

dian Health Plans. He has also held executive

to the Ivy Tech Community College Wabash

board of directors of La Loma Senior Living

roles at John Deere Health Care, Universal

Valley Regional Board of Trustees.

Services in Litchfield Park, Ariz. During a ca

Health Services in Florida, Community Health

reer spanning more than 30 years, he held

Group and Aetna. He resides in Scottsdale,

various administrative positions at hospitals

Ariz.

Jules Spindler '75 was elected as the Illinois
state commander of the Veterans of Foreign

in Illinois, Florida, West Virginia and Texas,

Wars. The owner of Spindler Financial Servic

with his final role as president and CEO of

Dean Sweet '73 has been appointed an as

Marion Memorial Hospital in Marion, Ill. He

sociate judge in Illinois' third judicial circuit.

and his wife, Joni '84, live in Sun City West.

He resides in Madison with his wife, Judy '73.

es resides in Robinson with his wife, Mary '75.

Norm Lewis '79 has been named the teacher
of the year at the University of Florida, which

Mike Shanahan '74, '75

has more than 3,000 faculty members. Cur

1960s

has been named execu

rently in his third year as an assistant profes

Janet Treichel '64, 71 is the executive di

tive

and

sor in the journalism department, he received
a doctorate in journalism from the Universi

vice

president

rector of National Business Education As

head coach of the NFLs

sociation, the nation's foremost professional

Washington Redskins. His

ty of Maryland in 2007 after 25 years in the

organization devoted to serving individuals

146 regular season wins

newspaper business. He teaches editing and

and groups engaged in instruction, adminis

as an NFL head coach

ethics to undergraduates and media theory

tration, research, and dissemination of infor

are the 17th-most in his

and the philosophy of science to doctoral

tory and he also won two

students.

mation for and about business. She resides
in Reston, Va.

Super Bowls as head coach of the Denver
David Sluzevich '79, a former president of

Broncos.
Winnie Stortzum '68, a Realtor and apprais

the EIU Alumni Association, has been pro

er with Farmers National in Arcola, received

Dave Stotlar '74, the director of the Univer

moted to branch manager of First Bank's

the hall of fame award from the Illinois Soci

sity of Northern Colorado's School of Sport

office in Carbondale. A resident of Benton,

ety of Professional Farm Managers and Rural

and Exercise Science, received the 2009

he has more than 17 years of experience in

Appraisers last year. Her husband, Jay '68, is

academic achievement in sport and enter

banking and financial services.

serving as a 2009-201O district governor for

tainment award from the Sport and Entertain

Rotary International.

ment Venue Association. He resides in Wind
sor, Colo.

1970s
Jerry Jenkins '71 is a principal in the corpo
rate, securities and tax group of the Chicago
law firm of Goldberg Kohn and also heads
the firm's information technology and e-com
merce law group. He earned his law degree
from Harvard University.

Bill Hearn '72

-

retired from Glenbard South

High School, where he was a math teacher
and coach for 30 years - has been inducted
into the Illinois High School Coaches Asso
ciation Football Hall of Fame. He resides in
Glen Ellyn with his wife, Patricia '72.

Tom Thies '72 has been named the Chicago
and Midwest sales representative for Direct
Metals, which sells hard-to-find metal and fi
berglass products. He and his wife, Omelia
'73, reside in Mokena.

Gary Schutte '73 has been named vice pres
ident of sales at Artel Video Systems in Box
borough, Mass. A 20-year veteran of the video
hardware market, he most recently served as
vice president of sales for the central United
States with Harris Corp.

:

Julie Nimmons '77 and her husband, Ken, have been
inducted in the Sporting Goods Industry Hall of Fame by
the National Sporting Goods Association. After working in
the factory during high school and college vacations before
teaching for three years, she joined the family business,
Schutt Manufacturing Co. (the precursor to Schutt Sports),
in 1982. Julie acquired Schutt in 1986 and, through acquisi
tions and product line extensions, the company's revenue
grew significantly.
During her tenure with Schutt Sports, which remained a family-owned business
until 2005, she was twice named one of 25 Leaders to Watch in the sporting
goods industry and the company was named Equipment Manufacturer of the
Year by Sporting Goods Business magazine in 2004. Julie was the first woman
elected to the board of directors of the Sporting Goods Manufacturers Associa
tion and later served as the board's chair.
She was featured in CNN's "All About Women" and has served on the Illinois
Governor's Council on Health and Physical Fitness; as vice-chair of the national
board of trustees for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes; and in a volunteer
capacity for numerous community, charitable and professional organizations. A
member of EIU's Board of Trustees, Julie and Ken reside in Litchfield and have
two daughters, Jennifer '02, '03 and Stephanie '04, who are also EIU graduates.

1980s
Jane F. Adams '80 is chief financial officer

at Great American Bancorp and senior vice
president for finance at First Federal Savings
Bank in Champaign. A member of EIU's Ac

Tim Schnoeker '87, an industrial arts teacher

tiple transfer pricing teams involving expert

at Coulterville High School, was one of eight

witness testimony for cases in the U.S. fed

finalists for the 2009-2010 Illinois teacher of

eral tax courts. A member of Delta Chi frater

the year award presented by the state board

nity at EIU, he and his wife, Nancy '92, reside

of education.

in Glen Ellyn, Ill.

1990s

Riverbend Head Start and Family Services

countancy Advisory Board, she resides in
Fisher.

Andrew '82 and Lauri Gritti '83 currently re

side in Scottsdale, Ariz. Andrew is the execu
tive vice president for marketing and sales at
Rowpar Pharmaceuticals, while Laura is the
chief financial officer for the Cable Shopping
Network.

Doug Jarman '82 was appointed as a cir

by the Illinois Supreme Court in October. He
previously worked as an attorney in Hills
boro.

as the Head Start coordinator. A registered
nurse, she resides in Edwardsville with her

ing all operations of the division, including

husband, Kevin '95.

digital production, design, illustration, image
editing and the digital photography studio.

Kevin Rutter ' 97 was named Illinois teacher

He and his wife, Tami '93, currently live in

of the year by the state board of education.
He is an economics teacher and the coordi
nator of a unique program called the Acad

Jeff Wade '91 is a Country Financial repre

emy of Finance at Carl Schurz High School in

sentative in Batavia. The Naperville resident

Chicago. The program is designed to teach

also continues to be active in his commu

fundamental

nity.

experiential projects, internships and post

business principles

through

secondary exposure.

Mike Rhoda '82 is senior vice president

governmental

affairs

for Windstream,

an S&P 500 company that provides voice,
broadband and entertainment services to
customers in 16 states. A resident of Little
Rock, Ark., with his wife, Janet '82, he previ
ously served as vice president of regulatory
and wholesale services for Alltel.

Tim Fedrigon '84 is vice president of human

resources at Columbian Chemicals in Mari
etta, Ga. He spent two years with FKI Logis
tics as vice president of human resources
for their North American operations and also
worked 13 years for Cabot Corporation in
prominent human resources roles.

Stephen Krull '86 is the senior vice presi

dent, general counsel and secretary of Ow
ens Corning. Previously, he served as vice
president

Mike Coughlan '90, vice president of pre

media at MultiAd, is responsible for oversee

Washington, Ill., with their two children.

cuit judge at large in the fourth judicial circuit

of

Linda Buchanan '96 has joined the staff of

of

corporate

communications,

with primary responsibility for the global
corporate communications function. Krull
joined Owens Corning in 1996 as division
counsel for the company's Roofing and As
phalt division.

Ken Klick '87, a natural areas biologist in the

Chicago region for more than 30 years, is an
ecologist for the National Park Service and
Indiana Department of Natural Resources,
currently for the Lake County Forest Pre
serves. A resident of Lake Villa, Ill., he has
planned and implemented large-scale wood
land, prairie and wetland restoration projects
throughout the region.

Pete Laven '91 is general manager of the

Arkansas Travelers, the Class AA affiliate

Kert McAfee '98 is a compliance investi

for Major League Baseball's Los Angeles

gator for the Illinois Department of Public

Angels. In 2006, he was named the Texas

Health and resides in Athens, Ill.

League executive of the year.
Michael McGrory '99 has been named a
Catherine Bovard '93 is the plant finance

partner at the Chicago law firm of Madsen,

manager at RR Donnelley in Mattoon and

Farkas & Powen. He previously served as a

also serves on EIU's Accountancy Advisory

law clerk in the United States District Court

Board.

for the northern district of Illinois and prac
ticed law for five years with the Chicago of

Todd Adams '93 has been named president

fice of a large national firm.

and chief executive officer of RBS Global and
Rexnord, a leading manufacturer of power
transmission and water management prod

2000s

ucts based in Milwaukee. He joined Rexnord

Luke Ryan '01 is the senior vice president of

in 2004 as vice president and treasurer, and

production at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, after

in 2008 was elevated to senior vice president

previously serving as director of develop

and chief financial officer. Previously, he had

ment for New Line Cinema and vice presi

held senior financial roles with The Boeing

dent of production at MTV Films. The execu

Co., APW Limited and ldex Corp. He and his

tive producer of the hit "Harold & Kumar Go

wife, Sheri '93, reside in Menomonee Falls.

to White Castle," his latest film is "Hot Tub
Time Machine."

Don O'Brien '93, the sports editor at the

Quincy Herald-Whig, recently took second

Jeff Parker '01 is the director of the execu

place in the sports feature category in the Il

tive search division of Stratum Med. The firm

linois Press Association's excellence in news

is affiliated with Carle Clinic and Carle Foun

contest. He has been with the newspaper

dation Hospital in Champaign.

since 1997 and was named sports editor in
1999.

Andy Derks '04 is the fitness director at

the newly opened Epic Academy Charter
Christopher Desmond '94, '96 is the chief

High School in Chicago. The school has 120

sales officer for CETERIS, a global econom

freshmen this year.

ic consulting firm providing transfer pricing,
intellectual property and valuation services

John Parnitzke '06 has been hired as a po

for clients in the Americas, Europe and Asia.

lice officer in Elwood, after holding the same

Also serving as the managing director of the

position in Hinsdale.

firm's Chicago office, he has served on mul-

Brent Esker '07, '08 recently joined the pro

Brooke Lading '07, '08 recently joined the

fessional staff at Doehring, Winders & Co.

professional staff at Doehring, Winders &

in Mattoon. The firm provides services in all

Co. in Mattoon. The firm provides services

areas of accounting, auditing, taxation and

in all areas of accounting, auditing, taxation

business consulting.

and business consulting.

Lauren Holsapple '07 joined the Mattoon

Jenny Hutchens '08 is a financial services

accounting firm Doehring, Winders & Co.

representative at Farm Credit Services of Il

after working as a senior assurance accoun

linois in Paris. She resides in Marshall.

tant at Clifton Gunderson in Danville.

marriages
Eric Ankenbrand '93 married Kimarie Durso on May 3, 2009

births
Paula (Decker) Gentry '95 and Rory Gentry are parents of a son,

Alexander Dean, born on Jan. 18, 2010

Matt Moriaty '96 married Ashley Rosefsky on Sept. 26, 2009
David Jozwiak '99 married Marie Field '04, '07 on Sept. 25, 2009

Kyle Pennington '99 and Rachael Pennington are parents of a son,

Kade Joseph, born on March 5, 2010

Jill Shaw '01 married Matt Shuemaker on Oct. 17, 2009
Kenya Sykes '02 married Kenneth Cole on Feb. 12, 2010

Katie (Gillen) Grant '06, '08 and Joshua Grant '07 are parents of a

daughter, Angela Rose, born on March 10, 2009

Melissa Pitts '03 married Mitch Goodwin on Oct. 3, 2009
Bridget Heise '05 married Edward Skoczylas on Nov. 7, 2009

Jeremy Dirksmeyer '02 and Alison (Swango) Dirksmeyer '03 & '06 are

parents of a daughter, Ainsley Mary, born on Nov. 6, 2009

Lindsay Hesse '05 married Chris Keniley on Dec. 19, 2009
Stephanie (Shane) Ogle '04, '06 and Matthew Ogle are parents of a
Inga Norviel '05 married Jason Enyart '05 on April 24, 2010

daughter, Faith Adelyn, born on Dec. 26, 2009

Kathleen Strutynski '06 married Jared Dehority '06 on Oct. 16, 2009
Courtney (Werbe} Kimbro '02, '03 and Jared Kimbro '03 are parents of
Mandy Bilyeu '06 married Kyle Harris on Nov. 7, 2009
Laura Chancellor '06 married Blake Williams on April 17, 2010
Sara Amyx '08 married Sean Halihan on Jan. 12, 201O
Sara Verdeyen '08 married Ryan Kramer on July 25, 2009
Brandon Weber '08 married Allison Walk on Oct. 2, 2009
Austin Frank '08, '09 married Cydney Shook '08 on Oct. 10, 2009
Christina Clark '09 married Kody Key on Oct. 3, 2009
Melissa Haughee '09 married Jeremy Moxley on Oct. 24, 2009

•

a son, Carson James, born on Jan. 8, 201O

Danielle (Fox) Lindsey '05 and Scott Lindsey are parents of a daughter,

Olivia Grace, born on Jan. 11, 2010

Myranda (Crist) Lyons '07 and Michael Lyons are parents of a daughter,

Madalyn Jude, born on March 29, 2009

alumni obituaries

Jerry J. Rosborough '62, Panama City, FL,

Aubrey N . Simmons '39, Rantoul, IL, Jan. 25, 201 O

N. Lucile (Waters) Bosomworth '62, Olney, IL,

Jan. 1 1 , 201 0
April 1 , 201 0

Joan S. (Sheets) Myers '40, Danville, IL, Feb. 6,
201 0

Larry W. Beccue '64, Mackinaw, IL, July 26, 2009

Wilbur P. McElroy '41, Geneva, IL, Nov. 1 9, 2009

Donna S. Phillips '64, Colchester, IL, Jan. 1 0, 201 0

Robert "Dale" Moore '42, Eureka, IL, April 7, 2009

John D. Hanula '65, Woodridge, IL, July 24, 2009

Ellen L. (Henkle) Perry '42, Saint Charles, IL,

Sandra K. (Gould) Glassford '65, '72,

Nov. 1 4, 2009
Nancy E. (Moss) Vanvoorhis '43, '66, Winfield, AL,

Oct. 28, 2009
Robert 0. Frame '43, '48, Charleston, IL,

Jan. 5, 201 0
Eva E. (Homann) Hood '45, Charleston, IL,

Jan. 20, 201 0
Leona E. (Wente) Barber '47, Arvada, CO,

Jan. 29, 201 0
Norma J. Clark Chappell, '48, Summerville, NC,

Jan. 26, 201 0
John R. Caldwell '49, Vandalia, IL, June 1 6, 2009
Pauline A. Pachciarz '49, '58, Decatur, IL,

Sept. 1 9, 2009
George M. Moritz '49, Mattoon, IL, Oct. 4, 2009
Lester B. Burrus '49, '54, Pleasant Hill, IL,

Dec.22, 2009

McLeansboro, IL, Dec. 20, 2009
Helen C. {Wolf) Harless '65, Metamora, IL,

Feb. 8, 201 0
Cathy A. Skinn '67 , San Francisco, CA, May 23,

2009
Nancy K. (Edwards) Cooper '68, '89, Decatur, IL,

Sept. 26, 2009
David P. Siddens '68, Olney, IL, Jan. 1 1 , 201 O
Leonard P. Dionne '69, Indianapolis, IN,

April 26, 2009
Wilma W. (Witcher) McGuren '70, Charleston, IL,

March 29, 201 O
James W. Jackson, '71 , '75, Macomb, IL,

Jan. 1 4, 2009
Carol Ann Maranto '71 , Oak Park, IL, Nov. 4, 2009
Richard S. Forshier '71 , Phoenix, AZ., Nov. 1 6,

2009

Gerald D. Holley '49, Effingham, IL, Jan. 27, 201 0

Douglas F. Scherer '71, Decatur, IL, Dec. 3 1 , 2009

William F. Kelly '49, Mattoon, IL, April 1 6, 201 0

Joy (Podshadley) Molnar '73, San Luis Obispo,

Jack J. Whitted '50, St. Louis, MO, Dec. 7, 2009
Freeman Ludwell Storm '50, Shelbyville, IL,

Dec. 1 2, 2009
Dorothy V. (Vickers) Cumby '51, '53, Los Angeles,

CA, Sept. 27, 2009
Irene Cook '51 , Danville, IL, Dec. 1 3, 2009
Eilene (Harmon) Wright '52, Kansas, IL,

Dec. 6, 2009
Jacqualyn A. (Hendricks) Ulmer '52, Lincoln, MO,

Feb. 3, 201 0
Helen I. Mitchell '53, Fort Myers, FA, Oct. 3 1 , 2009
Maylo (Koontz) Dalrymple '53, Oblong, IL,

Nov. 29, 2009
Wanda Maurer '53, Medina, OH, Dec. 4, 2008
Bobby G. Miller, '53, '56, Auburn, IL, Dec. 1 8, 2009
Marilyn L. (Huisinga) Honselman '53, Casey, IL,

April 1 1 , 201 0
Melvin E. Barche, Sr. '54, Stevensonville, MD,

Oct. 9, 2009

CA, Oct. 1 5, 2009
Paul L. Schobernd '72, '78, Normal, IL,

Aug. 23, 2009
Keith E. Fuerst '73, Palatine, IL, Jan. 1 2, 201 0
Valerie S. Averill '81 , Tampa, FL, April 1 6, 201 O
Laura J. (Turnipseed) Ikemire '75, Oblong, IL,

Feb. 24, 2009
Rita C. (Smith) Hughes '76, Palestine, IL,
June 1 8, 2009

201 0

Dorothy J. (Shafer) Lanphier '58, Mattoon, IL,

June 7, 2009
Sharon, L. Tomlinson, '60, '72, Macon, IL,

Dec. 5, 2009
Claude L. Ashby, Jr. '60, Houston, TX, Jan. 1 0,
201 0

Shirley A. (Crook) Reese '89, Tolono, IL, July 4,

2009
Kimberly K (Bergthold) Kalicky '89, Chicago, IL,

March 5, 201 O
Joan E. (Spaulding) Hargett '90, Clayton, NC,

May 9, 2009
Geraldine E (May) Covert '90, Thatcher, AZ.,

Dec. 27, 2009
Christine E. Puckel '90, Great Falls, MT,

April 6, 201 0
Melissa L. (Weinshenker) Carrier '91 , Naperville,

IL, Nov. 1 1 , 2009
Irma E. (Bolt) Hammond '93, Rantoul, IL,

July 28, 2009
Susan (Acord) Voges '95, Ogden, IL, Feb. 22,

201 0
Andrew D. McDevitt '96, Charleston, IL,

April 26, 201 0
Cheryl S. Jones '97, '02, Champaign, IL, Aug. 1 ,

2009
Dave J. Nelson '97, Bloomington, IL, Aug. 1 0,

2009
Trudi C. Melvin '97, Urbana, IL, Feb. 25, 201 0
Mary Thomson '00, Potomac, IL, Nov. 26, 2009
Gary W. Bissey '01, '02, '03, Olney, IL, Feb. 25,

201 0
Carrie A. Wood '06, Danville, IL, Dec. 30, 2009
Patricia A. Guyse-Harvey '06, Decatur, IL,

April 1 7, 201 0
Michael S. Ellis '08, Charleston, IL, Sept. 27, 2009
Robert Miller '09, Chicago, IL, Aug. 1 , 2009
Michael W. Collins '09, Arthur, IL, March 1 9, 201 O

faculty and staff
Lahron H. Schenke, Charleston, IL, Sept. 23, 2009

Oct. 9, 2009
Janet M. (East) Huss '77, Hutsonville, IL,

Feb. 6, 201 0
Gary L. Davis '78, Robinson, IL, May 9, 2009
Calvin F. Heide '79, '80, Las Cruces, NM,

Oct. 1 6, 2009

Rober L. Ozier '56, Sullivan, IL, April 1 0, 201 O

Charles R. Peifer '57, Cowden, IL, Dec. 28, 2009

April 2 1 , 201 0

Russell M. Bouse '77, Riverside, IL, Feb. 26, 2009

Peggy S. (Biehler) Latko '80, '82, Chandler, AZ.,

Robert J. Ross '57, '67, Urbana, IL, Dec. 1 2, 2009

Gretchen J Childress '75, '88, Oakland, IL,

Sue E. (Duke) Biederer '77, Wadsworth, IL,

Mary E. (Harris) Ross '80, Calabasas, CA,

2009

March 3, 201 O

James H. Easter, Sr. '76, Lawrence, KS, Jan. 1 2,

John W. Byrne, '56, '57, Cambridge, WI,
Sept. 1 2, 2009

Kenneth Freeland '57, Champaign, IL, Nov. 22,

Toni R. (Dulin) Caldwell '87, Novi, Ml,

May 21 , 2009
Nov. 24, 2009
Sue G. (Stran) Schultz '80, Elburn, IL, Aug. 1 , 2009
Birdina (Beucler) Gregg '80, Charleston, IL,

April 2, 201 0
Karen L. (Haney) Snyder '83, Herrin, IL,

Aug. 6, 2009
Janet S. (Ellis) Park '83, Penfield, IL, Jan. 1 5, 201 O
Curtis W. McKinney '85, '87, Champaign, IL,

April 1 4, 201 0
Kristyn J. (Zehr) Ricketts, '86, '87, Fairbury, IL,

Nov. 9, 2009

Former education professor
Dalias A. Price, Charleston, IL, Oct. 3, 2009
Former professor
John C. Guckert, Heathrow, FL, Nov. 29, 2009
Former professor
Mary Sue Coates, Mattoon, IL, Dec. 1 1 , 2009
Wesley E. Ballsrud, Charleston, IL, Dec. 23, 2009
Former accounting department chair
Clayton E. Tucker-Ladd, O'Fallon, IL, Jan. 5, 201 0
Former psychology professor and department
chair
Birdina Gregg, Charleston, IL, April 2, 201 0
Booth Library
Jay Prefontaine, Kittery, ME, April 9, 201 0
English professor
Keith Spear, Charleston, IL, April 28, 201 0
English professor
Alphonso DiPietro, Charleston, IL, May 3 1 , 201 0
Former math professor

SIENA, Italy - Not hiding the fact his soon-to-be 30-year-old knees
only have so many jump shots left in them, Henry Domercant '03 no
longer has those every morning shooting practices on his own.
Now a husband and father, this pro basketball veteran playing in the
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Italian League clearly sees there is more to life than basketball.
Reasons he is still glad that for his countless morning jumpers in an
empty Eastern Illinois Lantz Arena along with talking hotel shuttle bus
drivers into driving him to arenas at schools like Boise State and South
Florida for his own shooting practice before EIU's game day walk
throughs include more than just the fact he became the Panthers' and
Ohio Valley Conference career scoring leader and an obvious member
of the Panthers' 10-man All-Century team.

Journal Gazette/Times-Courier

Now in his seventh year of pro basketball overseas, Domercant also
has the financial means to offer support to relatives still living in Haiti
and struck by the January 2010 earthquake.
"Since the 12th of January I look at the game totally differently,"
Domercant said. "I appreciate the honor and everything, but now I
look at so many other things. I love basketball and what it has done for
me, but I realize there are bigger things than basketball. I encourage

•

anyone to help (in Haiti) when they can."
Those pro basketball dollars certainly were not just ones that fell in the
sharp-shooting guard's lap.
"Henry, bar none, was the greatest worker I've ever played with,"
said Matt Britton '01, '07, the point guard for Eastern's 2001 NCAA
tournament team led in scoring by Kyle Hill and Domercant. "His work
ethic stands out above anyone else I've played with. He probably got
as much out of his potential as anyone who played at Eastern. It's a
shame he, wasn't a few inches taller or he would have realized his NBA
dream. He was a blast to play with. You never knew what he was going
1
to do. He was unpredictable but you knew he was going to bring a

pail. He was a great teammate to have."

lunch

Former EIU coach Rick Samuels expressed similar thoughts about the
6-foot-4 ,Domercant with the deft shooting touch.
"I think of all the players I coached, Henry probably maximized his
ability more than anybody," said Samuels, who coached the Panthers
for 25 years. "The thing that you could see through Henry was how
much he improved his confidence with what he was capable of doing."
The former Naperville North star ranked fifth in the nation in NCAA
scoring as a sophomore averaging 22.8 points, while Hill was
second nationally with what was then a school 23.8 points per game.
Domercant then broke Hill's record, finishing second in the country
both as a junior with 26.4 points and as a senior with 27.9.
Domercant's 2,602 points in his 2000-03 four-year career top by 676
the former EIU record by Jay Taylor who remains No. 2 on the list, and
also stand as the Ohio Valley Conference record.

where are the now?
EASTERN ILL UNIV. LIBRARY
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Progress continued throughout Domercant's career that

for his shooting talents in Europe is no longer piling up as big

began with a redshirt season that he might not have wanted

of statistics.

but that his Naperville North coach Mark Lindo assured him
was for the best.
"He was really able to put it into small increments," Samuels
said. "After his freshman year he came in and said 'Coach,
what is the one thing I need to do to get better?' I said,
'Henry, you need to develop a true jump shot.' He came in the
next year and was excited and said 'Coach, I want to show
you what I can do now.' The next year, I said, 'Henry, you've
got to be better off the dribble.' He did that to where he was
driving past people. The last year, I said, 'if you want to play in
the NBA, you have to develop and NBA level jump shot. ' So
he was came back and was excited to show me that.
"The thing about Henry, too, was you always wanted him to
get the awards. You wanted him to score 26 points a game
because his work ethic and determination was superior to
everybody."
Domercant was the 2002 Ohio Valley Conference Player of the
Year and Associated Press All-American. He had a 46-point
game against Tennessee Tech and plenty of 30 or more.
Still, ask him for one of his most vivid memories, and he
mentions a painful one.
"Murray State at home, close to Valentine's Day, I think they
broke our home streak," Domercant said of the 77-76 loss his
junior season when his stretch of 52 straight made free throws
and Eastern's 23 straight wins at home both ended. "I had a
free-throw streak and I missed some free throws down the
stretch. I remember that game.
"I remember of course the NCAA, and the summer before that
the Europe trip with some of the guys was really nice. Some
of the things I did there. I feel honored. Like the saying, it's a
dream come true. I'm grateful to have had the career that I
had. Hopefully, I'll be able to tell the kids about it."
At this point Domercant and his wife, Alexandra '03, also an
EIU graduate, have a daughter, Gabrielle Nicole.
Alexandra has spent basketball seasons with her husband in
Europe and Russia.
Two years ago, Domercant was named the Most Valuable
Player of the ULEB Cup while averaging 20.6 points for
Dynamo Moscow.
Now he is in his second season with Montepaschi Siena
which has won a second straight Italian Cup.
But the guy who often brought cheers of "Oh Henry" at
Eastern and then was tabbed with the nickname "H Bomb"

He did manage 10 points in the Italian Cup title game.
"In my 19 minutes," he said. "That's been a little higher than
my average minutes. It's a new role for me this year. It's
the coach's decision having me come off the bench. I think
everybody has to sacrifice a little bit for the good of the
team. I accept the role and hopefully we can win a European
championship. I'm going to be 30 this year. I try to think of
myself a lot less and my team a lot more."
Also changing are the days when he would fire up jumpers
every morning.
"My workout is Ali tells me to get up and change Gabrielle,"
Domercant said. "I will stay after practice and shoot if my shot
is off but I have to remember my age and my body. The knees
aren't what they used to be."
The heart, whether it is helping a team win a basketball game
or earthquake victims in Haiti, appears to be as good as ever.
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Ruth (st. John) Thomas '4S

It was Eastern registration day in 1947. "See that redhead
up the line?" Bill Snodgrass asked his roommate, Dick
Thomas. "She's Ruth St. John, my farm neighbor in
Cumberland County. I'll introduce you."
He did, and it was instant romance. Ruth was enrolling as
a junior after transferring from a California college.
It was romance on a tight budget. She lived in a house
with "kitchen privileges" in the basement. He worked at
the college cafeteria and survived on the GI Bill. Dating
was mostly drinking nickel coffee at The Little Campus or
The Chatterbox and studying together in the library.
In 1948, Ruth was elected Homecoming Queen, the
first independent student so honored in 10 years. She
graduated the next spring, and Dick transferred to
Northwestern University.
They were in love, but could they afford marriage? No, but
they married anyway on Aug. 12, 1949. Luckily, Ruth was
hired to teach second grade in a Chicago suburb.

In 1953, Dick left the
Mattoon Journal Gazette
for a reporting job on
the Phoenix Gazette.
Ruth taught English at
Scottsdale High School,
and in 1971 earned
a master's degree at
Northern Arizona University.
After retiring, Ruth turned
to writing and has had one novel
published, as well as numerous
magazine articles. Two other novels
are being considered by publishers.
Dick retired from the U.S. Department
of the Interior.
They have a son in Phoenix and a
daughter and three grandchildren
in California.

